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The medieval women’s choir is an exempt
organization (5012¢3) and donations made to the

MWC are tax-exempt as permitted by law. We gladly

accept gifts through donor advised funds, employer

matching, and legacy or estate planning.

We're celebrating our 35th season of sharing the joy of medieval women’s

choral music here in the Pacific Northwest. As part of that, we're trying

to raise $35,000 to help us keep going for 35 more years. Interested?

Learn more about the choir and how to donate by following the QR Code:
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Th€ GREENEGST BRANCHh

MUSIC OF hILDGGARD VON BINGEN

MARIAN SEIBERT, SOPRANO
BILL MCJOhN, MEDIGVAL hARP

March 9, 2029
Woodlawn hall, Seattle



The Greenest Branch

Stella maris

Star of the sea, light in darkness, show us the sun and open the heart of your child.
Santa Maria, strela do dia

Holy Mary, star of the day, show us the path to God and our joy.

Ave maris stella (instrumental)

Cum processit
The elements received joy in you, praiseworthy Mary,
and the dawn resounded in praise.

Dum medium silentium (instrumental)

Ay, in welken soe verbaert die tijt

No matter what the time of year, nothing exists anywhere in the world
that can give me delight except true love.

There is no rose/Tidings Trew (instrumental)

Haec est praeclarum vas

This is the vessel of the Holy Spirit, the City of God, the strong woman.

In principio — Responsory for the Book of Wisdom
When God made the heavens, I was there, making all things with him.
Karitas habundat

Love, abounding from the depths to above the stars, has given the King the kiss of peace.

Harp improvisation
O virtus sapientie
O power of wisdom, whose three wings encompass all things: praise be to you!

Alleluia. Virga Jesse

The branch of Jesse has flowered; the virgin has borne the one who is God and human.
O frondens virga

O leafy branch, as noble as the breaking dawn, stretch out your hand to lift us up.
Uterus hodie

The virgin’s womb has flowered; a branch springs from Jesse’s root.

Harp improvisation

O viridissima virga

O greenest branch, hail! The flower that bloomed in you filled the dry world with

verdant growth. In you, O sweet virgin, no joy is lacking.

Marian Siebert, soprano

Bill McJohn, Aarp

13th C. France

Cantigas de Santa Maria,

13th C.

Hildegard of Bingen,
12th C.

13th C. France

Utrechts Prosarium, 13th C.

15th C. England

Devotio Moderna

tradition, 14th-15th C.

Chant

Hildegard

Hildegard

Chant
Hildegard

12th C. France

Hildegard

Dear Early Music Lovers,

A Message ﬁom the Artistic Director

It is a pleasure to welcome you to this special concert by

my two very talented colleagues, Molly and Bill.

Molly, now Assistant Director, has been associated with

the choir for many years, and as a soloist she worked

closely with our founder, Margriet Tindemanns. Bill

also worked often with the choir under Margriet, and he

has been providing the instrumental glue that holds every

program together for as long s I have been Artistic Director.

I cannot thank them enough for the help and support they

give me in this role. I constantly rely on their creativity,

good humor, and musical skills to make this project

possible, and I can’t imagine doing it without them.

I am delighted that you will have a chance to see Molly

and Bill take center stage today.

Soprano Marian Seibert

is a soloist with the
Medieval Women’s Choir.
She has performed with
many local ensembles and
organizations, including
the Tudor Choir, St. Mark’s
Cathedral, the Esoterics,
Northwest Baroque, the
Early Music Guild, St.
James Cathedral, the
Trinity Consort, Seattle
Baroque Orchestra, Gallery
Concerts, Seattle Opera,
Northwest Puppet Center,
Seattle Experimental

Opera, and the Seattle
Academy of Opera. She

is a featured soloist on

the Medieval Women’s
Choir’s CDs, River of Red
and Laude Novella, and
serves the choir as assistant
director.

She spent time at the Early
Music Institute at Indiana
University, but most of

her education in medieval
music came in intensive
summer workshops

and from many years’
experience with Margriet
Tindemans, the founder of
the MWC. Other teachers
included Barbara Thornton,
Benjamin Bagby, Laurie
Monahan, Shira Kammen,
Karen Clark, Anne Azema,
and Eric Mentzel (the
choir’s current director). In
her other life she works for

a letterpress print shop.

Unfortunately, my other life as Professor of Voice at the
University of Oregon in Eugene limits the time I can
spend in Seattle, and I am not able to be there in person
for this concert—but I'm very glad that you are!

Please relax and enjoy this beautiful music, and be sure to
greet the artists afterward over refreshments.

I thank you for being here, and for your continued
support of the choir.

Warmest greetings,

Eric Mentzel
Artistic Director

St James Schola. He has
taught at harp workshops
in the Seattle area and
taught chant for the
Northwest Center for Early
Music Studies.

Bill McJohn studied
medieval music with

Margriet Tindemans and
early harps with Cheryl
Ann Fulton and Maxine
Eilander. He performs
regularly with the Medieval
Women’s Choir and has
also performed with

the medieval ensembles
Contrafacta and Peregrine,
the Seattle Continuo
Ensemble, the Red Dragon
Harp Ensemble, Ave
Renaissance Women’s
Choir, and the Women of



